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SUBJECT: SADDAM HUSSEIN'S VISIT TO MOSCOW 

1. SUMMARY. BOTH TONE AND CONTENT OF COMMUNIQUE 
FOLLOWING PREVIOUSLY UNANNOUNCED FEBRUARY 25-27 
VISIT HERE BY IRAQ'S SADDAM HUSSEIN SUGGEST THAT 
VISIT DID LITTLE TO BRING SOVIETS AND IRAQIS CLOSER 
TOGETHER ON ME SETTLEMENT OR OTHER CONTENTIOUS 
ISSUES. END SUMMARY. 

2. HUSSEIN VISIT SEEMS TO HAVE FOLLOWED PATTERN 
SIMILAR TO THAT OF HIS VISIT HERE IN MARCH OF 

LAST YEAR. HE WAS RECEIVED BY BREZHNEV AND KOSYGIN 
AND HELD TALKS WITH PONOMAREV, GROMYKO AND SKACHKOV, 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 MOSCOW 02924 281741Z 

CHAIRMAN OF THE STATE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN ECONOMIC TIES. 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



3. ON THE MIDDLE EAST THE COMMUNIQUE KEEPS TO GENERALI- 
TIES. PARTIES AGREED THAT A ME SETTLEMENT IS IMPOSSIBLE 
WITHOUT TOTAL ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL FROM ARAB-OCCUPIED 
LANDS AND WITHOUT SECURING THE "NATIONAL RIGHTS" OF THE 
PALESTINIANS. PARTIES ALSO CONDEMNED EFFORTS OF 
"IMPERIALIST CIRCLES AND REACTIONARY FORCES" TO 
REIMPOSE THEIR DOMINATION OVER THE AREA. THEY CONSIDERED 
CONSOLIDATION OF THE ARAB STATES ON AN ANTI-IMPERIALIST 
BASIS AND THE STREENGTHENING OF THEIR COOPERATION WITH 
THE SOVIET UNION TO BE MOST IMPORTANT PREREQUISITE FOR 
THE ARAB STRUGGLE AGAINST ISRAELI AGGRESSION. 

4. ON BILATERAL AFFAIRS THE PARTIES EMPAHSIZED THEIR 
INTENT TO DEVELOP AND STRENGTHEN COOPERATION IN 
POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND OTHER FIELDS IN ACCORD WITH 
THE SOVIET IRAQI TREATY OF FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION. 

THEY ALSO AGREED TO CONTINUE, STRENGTHEN, AND DEEPEN 
THE CONTACTS BETWEEN THE CPSU AND BAATH PARTY. 

5. COMMENT: ABSENCE OF ANY BUILD-UP FOR OR EXTENSIVE 
REPORTING OF HUSSEIN'S VISIT CONTRASTS WITH MAJOR 
COVERAGE GIVEN HIS VISIT HERE LAST YEAR AND SUGGESTS 
THAT SOVIETS PROBABLY EXPECTED LITTLE FROM THIS VISIT. 
FAILURE OF COMMUNIQUE TO REFER EVEN INDIRECTLY TO SUCH 
MAJOR ME DEVELOPMENTS AS CALLING OF THE GENEVA CON- 
FERENCE, OR ACHIEVEMENT OF EGYPTIAN-ISARELI DISENGAGE- 
MENT (OBLIGATORY REFERENCES IN OTHER RECENT SOVIET-ARAB 
COMMUNIQUES), SUGGESTS THAT SOVIETS PROBABLY FOUND THEIR 
EXPECTATIONS JUSTIFIED AND WERE UNABLE TO MOVE IRAQIS 
ANY CLOSER TO SOVIET POSITIONS ON THE MIDDLE EAST. 
COMMUNIQUE SHEDS NO LIGHT ON ALLEGED SOVIET-IRAQI 
DIFFERENCES OVER OIL PRICES, WHICH WE ASSUME WERE MAJOR 
ASPECT OF TALKS. 

STOESSEL 
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